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Budget fight —
why 1t matters

Future of state services hinges on fiscal solution

By Yvonne Walker, President, SEIU Local 1000

The importance of the
struggle for a balanced
solution to California’s
fiscal crisis goes far
beyond the Capitol or even
our state government.

It is a test of our democratic institutions and how
we as a state cope with a serious, systemic fund-
ing crisis starving public institutions that provide
safety, security and education to middle class fami-
lies. This crisis tests the ability of the Legislature
and the ability of California voters themselves to
set the state’s priorities.

Balance cuts & revenues

Shortly after taking office in January, Gov. Jerry
Brown attempted to do things differently. He pre-
sented a sober, thoughtful budget plan—free of
gimmicks—that would balance $12.5 billion in
program cuts with a nearly equal amount raised
by allowing voters to extend existing taxes for five
more years.

The program cuts, while painful, were necessary
to close the $25 billion deficit. Most of these cuts
have already been approved by the Legislature. But
the other half of Brown’s plan, allowing voters to
decide on tax extensions, has been held hostage
by a group of legislators taking advantage of the
requirement for a two-thirds vote to put tax mea-
sures on the state ballot.

So far this group has refused repeated compro-
mise offers from Brown. After months of negotia-
tions, the group moved the goalposts and issued
a list of more than 50 demands they needed met
before they would let voters decide on tax exten-
sions. The demands included many that are similar
to attacks on middle class families in Wisconsin
and other states.

Keep schools & safety

Brown warns an “all-cuts” budget would take
$25 billion from programs and will devastate local
schools, police and fire services, and many other
state programs.

Local 1000 supports honest efforts to make gov-
ernment more cost efficient and more effective. We
are not resisting compromises that will preserve vital
core services. In this fiscal climate, some changes
are necessary. We support practical solutions, but
we remain opposed to ideological grandstanding.
Why demand tax cuts when California’s corporate
tax rates are already lower than any time in the
past 30 years? Is maintaining an anti-tax pledge
really worth closing schools, opening up prisons
and jails, and gutting programs that benefit middle
class families?

It is time for all legislators to put aside ideology and
do what is right for their constituents and for Cali-
fornia as a whole. Let the people decide.
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This day in labor history—
Ludlow massacre 1914

Colorado militia kills 12 children after

setting fire at camp of striking miners

This day 97 years ago—April 20, 1914—was the most
tragic day in the deadliest strike in American history.

Atotal of 19 people lost their lives in the Ludlow Mas-
sacre, including & dozen children of striking miners
who were killed when Colorado authorities——'\nolud—

y-hired guards hurriedly sworn in as state

ing compan
militia—set fire 10 & tent camp where strikers were

living after they were evicted from company—owned
housing. Most of the children and their parents died
while trying to hide from the guards, who had opened
fire on those who tried to flee the blaze.

or unparalleled in the history of indus-

“|t is a story of horr
trial warfare,” the New York Times wrote at the time.
“In the holes which had been dug for their protection

against the rifles’ fir
like trapped rats when the flame

The Ludlow Massacre
remains relevant today
pecause it Shows the level
of sacrifice that American
men and women were will-
ing to make for fair wages
and working conditions.
The incident also shows

g, the women and children died
s swept over them.”

Special election
CalPERS board for

Ballots to be mailed on April 21

Many striking miners armed thems

government would go in order
s from organizing together 10
working conditions.

how far companies and
to keep their employee
seek better wages and

Eight-hour day sought

The strikers demanded an eight-hour workday, the
enforcement of state mining safety laws, and the
right to shop at businesses other than company-

owned stores.

The tent camp Was occupied by 1,200 striking miners
and their families, who were mainly immigrants from
Greece, ltaly and Mexico. Onthe day of the massacre,
families were celebrating Greek Orthodox Easter when,
without warning, state militia attacked the tent camp-
The gunmen took several strike leaders into custody

and shot them to death.

But the deaths of the children shocked the nation.

The youngest victims were two babies born at the
th old Elvira Valdez and four-month

camp; three-mon
old Frank Petrucci. Many angry miners took up arms

after the massacre. President Woodrow Wilson soon
ordered federal troops to come in and restore order.

elves after women and children were killed at Ludlow camp

Local 1000
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mailed April 20

SEIU Local 1000 h
as endorsed Mi i [
o ichael Bilbre
o open seat on the CalPERS board in a speiilgl ;Tsc;i&(l)ce
ilbre i i .
Assoc¥’aﬁo\::oiz pres!dent of the California School Emplo
i , is running for a seat that came open wi hores
ion last year of Kurato Shimada pen i feres
A ball .
Pleaseo:ezzcﬂlizge shogld be mailed to your home April 21
e instructions carefully. Ballot: : |
T S must be returned
If a candi i
didate does not receive a majority of votes in the initial

election, a runoff electi i

on, ection will be cond

o ' ucted b

ndidates who received the highest numberegl\‘/v veo(igst etwe

F . .
Bilcl)):;nor_e !nformatlon about Michael
y, visit: www.bilbrey4calpers.com

Completed ballots
due by May 20

Electi
plrggité%% tball((j)ts for Local 1000 offices, includin
el ;Inmgthsr statewide positions, are being
_ mbers by April 20, The deadi
returning ballots is May 20. Please reagat?::%]:lr

lot instructions ¢
. aref
is counted. ully to ensure that your vote

Ballot count is scheduled for May 21 at 9 a.m

1321 Howe Ave, Sui
, Suit
o ite 200, Sacramento. Observ-
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